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SUBJECT. REQUEST FOR LETTER CONTRACT 
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT ON FLUIDIZED BED INCINERATOR 

DOE h a s  r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  an En v i r onmen ta l  As ses sment  be c onduc ted  
on  t h e  B u i l d i n g  776  F l u i d i z e d  Bed  I n c i n e r a t o r  ( F B I )  T r i a l  B u r n .  
Becau se  o f  i n t e r n a l  and e x t e r n a l  d e a d l i n e s  and t h e  t e c h n i c a l  
rev iew and app r o va l  r equ i r emen t s  a s s o c i a t e d  wfth  t h i s  N a t i o n a l  
E n v i r onmen ta l  P o l i c y  A c t  (NEPA) document, it i s  i m p e r a t i v e  t h a t  
t h e  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  A s s e s s m e n t  on t h e  F B I  be i n i t i a t e d  a n d  
completed a s  r a p i d l y  a s  p o s s i b l e .  

To a c c o m p l i s h  t h i s  r equ i r emen t  i n  a t e c h n i c a l l y  d e f e n s i b l e  and  
e x p e d i e n t  f a s h i o n  I would p r e f e r  t o  award t h i s  p r o j e c t  t o  L o s  
A 1  amos T e c h n i c a l  A s s o c i a t e s  (LATA).  The re  a r e  s e v e r a l  r e a s o n s  
f o r  t h i s  d e c i s i o n  : L A T A * h a s  conducted  EAs  on i n c i n e r a t o r s  f r o m  
o t h e r  i n d u s t r i a l  f a c i l i t i e s  ; LATA i s  p r e s e n t l y  c omp l e t i n g  an 
EA on t h e  P l u t o n i u m  Recovery  M o d i f i c a t i o n  P r o j e c t  (PRMP) wh i ch  
h a s  been v e r y  we l l  done and s h o u l d  g r e a t l y  min imize  t h e  
l e a r n i n g  c u r v e  r e q u i r e d  f o r  u n d e r t a k i n g  t h e  F B I  EA ; t h i s  t a s k  
(1.e. c o n d u c t i n g  an  En v i r onmen ta l  A s s e s smen t )  i s  w i t h i n  t h e  
s c o p e  o f  work f o r  LATA ' S  B a s i c  O rde r  Agreement ( B O A )  w i t h  
Rockwe l l  . 
The r e q u i r e d  c omp l e t i o n  date  w i l l  be e i t h e r  October  1 6 ,  1987  
o r  J a n u a r y  22, 1988 depending  o n  whether a t h r e e  o r  s i x  month 
c o m p l e t i o n  o p t i o n  i s  s e l e c t e d .  T h i s  d e c i s i o n  w i l l  be b a s ed  
p a r t l y  on c o s t  and p r i m a r i l y  upon s c h e d u l e  r equ i r emen t s  
r e c e i v e d  f rom DOE. T h i s  d e c i s i o n  w i l l  be made when a p r o p o s a l  
i s  r e c e i v e d  f r om  LATA t h i s  week. The e s t i m a t e d  u l t i m a t e  
c o n t r a c t  v a l u e  i s  $300,000. The key  programmatic  impac t s  i f  
t h i s  E A  i s  n o t  completed a r e  f u r t h e r  d e l a y s  w i t h  t h e  T r i a l  
B u r n  f o r  t h e  F B I ,  l a w s u i t s  f rom c i t i z e n s / e n v i r o n m e n t a l  g r o u p s  
(1.e.  S i e r r a  C l u b ) ,  and l i q u i d  waste  s t o r a g e  o p t i o n s  t h a t  a r e  
t e c h n i c a l l y  i n f e r i o r  and l e s s  s a f e  t h a n  i n c i n e r a t i o n .  

George  H. S e t l o c k  ( H S I E )  h a s  p r e p a r e d  t h e  EA scope  o f  work a n d  
r e q u f s i t i o n  wh ich  h a s  been d e l i v e r e d  t o  John  Ho r va t h  on y o u r  
s t a f f .  P l e a s e  c o n t a c t  my o f f i c e  o r  t h e s e  p l a n t  per sonne l  i f  
you have any q u e s t i o n s  o r  r e q u i r e  a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  on 
t h i s  t o p i c .  
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